Tools for Estate and Retirement Planning 


• Will 

A legal document that contains instructions for disposal of property upon death. 
Wills are subject to the costs of probate and become public record. 


• Living Trust 

A revocable (changeable) trust established to distribute property upon death. A 
living trust avoids probate, is difficult to contest, and provides for control of 
assets by a trustee for the benefit of others after the death of the settler. 


• Durable Power of Attorney 

A legal instrument which authorizes a person or persons of your choosing to 
handle financial matters on your behalf in the event you are unable to do so. 


• Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 

A retirement plan with certain withdrawal restrictions that allows tax-deferred or 
tax-free growth. 

• Qualified Plans 

Retirement plans with government-established trust protections and criteria. 
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